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Newsletter, 11th December 2009
Dear parents,
The end of another term and another year, we are so glad that you have been able to share with us.
Carol Service
Strange Events in Bethlehem!  Year Six were most effective in their roles as characters in the Nativity Story.  I think that the songs were particularly relevant this year – varied for each age group.  Girls performed well and showed that they were very capable in many different elements.
Mrs Turner, as usual, did a great job of coordinating the musical items and Mrs Purdy organised the children and  Mrs Ford the costumes.  Thank you.
Thank you to all staff for preparing and supporting the children, preparing programmes and organising the church venue.  As usual, Directors and ex-staff joined us.

Entertainment at Sunrise Living

I don’t know who were more entertained, the singers or the audience!!  The audience joined in and could not stop singing – much to our pupils’ and Mrs Turners’ delight!

I think Mr Williams, Mrs Ford and Miss Hughes were thoroughly entertained too.

Madame Roberts

Year Five took the assembly yesterday to say “Au Revoir” to Madame Roberts.  I know that she will keep in touch and we all wish her well.  I hope Madame Roberts enjoyed her last day.
Mrs Erica Claxton will be joining us in January.  Mrs Claxton covered for Mrs Roberts whilst she was absent in 2007, and so knows the school, the pupils and our routine.  Madame Roberts has said she will be here to help and advise in the Changeover period – Newbridge Staff never truly leave!!  Thank you Madame Roberts for all that you have given our girls – she has promised to visit us again.
Staff – Continuing Professional Development
As you are aware, several of our Teaching Assistants have worked hard to obtain Degrees – Mrs Taylor, Miss Bägust and Miss Hughes.  All teaching assistants are very highly qualified or experienced.  Mrs Coley-Smith has worked really hard this term to complete assignments and dissertations for her Early Years Practitioner Status – a qualification that at least one member of staff in each setting must have.

Her assessor was in school yesterday, observing, reviewing evidence and interviewing witnesses.  Mrs Coley-Smith has done really well to complete this work in one term – it can take up to 2 years!!  Staff really appreciate her knowledge and experience.
At the same time Ms Cashmore is also completing work for her Level Three Teaching Assistant Certificate.  She attends college each week and also is completing assignments.  Well done!

All staff continue to attend courses and training in order to learn and give their best for your children.
Early Years News

Miss Masters has taken over as Deputy Manager in TOTS and is doing an excellent job.  Miss Hyde is Behaviour Coordinator for TOTS and Nursery as well as Liaison Officer.

Santa Special

I saw the photographs in Nursery on display to show parents what a wonderful experience this was.  All staff were united in their praise for the visit and our pupils.
Christmas Lunch

Every child in school, staff and peripatetic staff came together to celebrate and enjoy our Christmas Lunch yesterday.  Mrs Purdy and Mrs Ford coordinated activities.  Thank you from us all to the kitchen staff for their excellent meals all year round.
After our party food today we will enjoy the afternoon together.
Extra curricular news

Any credits due from this term for paid activities will be taken off the next  invoice payable:

Dance Y2 & Y3: One lesson, Violin: One lesson.
Mrs Fowell has reorganised the cello timetable – Mrs Turner will inform parents of changes.

Year Six News

More results from Year 6 examinations.  Places have been offered at St Dominic’s School, Brewood:


Francesca Salmon


Holly Hagan


Maiya Grant

Scholarships were awarded to Charlotte Cocker and Charlotte Forrester and Mylan Rai gained a Maths Award.  Well done to all.

P.A. Calendar
There are a few calendars left and they are available in the school office at £7.50 each.

BATS Club

The timetables are on the P.A. Board – should you wish to join us next week.  Telephone 07935 223357.
Advance Planning for next term
· New homework timetable for Year Six

· STAR Curriculum - Spring Term Activities for Year Six
· Summer Uniform will be ordered at the beginning of the Spring Term

· Min-y-don: Parents’ Information Meeting – 12th January at 4.00pm

· France: Parents’ Information Meeting – 19th January at 4.00pm
· ‘Cello and Flute lessons begin week beginning 4th January

· Violin lessons begin week beginning 11th January
· After school activities begin week beginning 11th January
· ESB first choice date – February 26th 
· ESB second choice date – March 5th 
· Dudley Festival – weekend of March 6th & 7th 
· Mrs Hawkins will begin her Gym Club activities next term.  More news later
We return on Monday 4th January for two continuing Professional Development Days and pupils return on Wednesday 6th January.

Thank you all for kind words, cards and gifts.  From all staff: “Merry Christmas and a Peaceful New Year”.
Additional Correspondence for 11th December 2009
· TOTS/Nursery/Reception – Menu for week beg: 4th January 2010 for those who have 

cooked lunch
· Lower School Performance – DVDs
· Primary Times Magazine
